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Thank 700 for yout_let tor of HttNfeor I oo MmU 
of yonLjBonatl t cents , / 

/ concerning thS^Maan rights 
and iapartlealar the plight of Jam in that wo umtry. 

Ire remain deeply concerned over vlelatiem* of bee to 
human. right* in Argentina. While the level of violation* 
diminished last year, serious problems still remain. 

The most fully documented compilation ef d 1 sappeor anew* 
contains the names of 6,500 persons whose whereabouts aim 
unknown. The rate of disappearance.-, has fallen off from 
several thousand in 1976 to approximately 40 for 1979. 

We have reports of eleven disappearances for this year. 

There are still reports of torture being used during the 
interrogation of nev detainees. The right of option program, 
allowing prisoners to leave Argentina for other countries, 
has been slowed by Argentine bureaucratic procedures. 

Borne improvements have been noted, however. In judicial 
autonomy and prison conditions, and the number of political 
prisoners held » iV'r ntate-of-siece provision has been 
reduced from 1,500 in 1978 to approximately 1,300 as of 
December 1279 . The 1379 human rights report, submitted 
to the Congress in January 1990, contains a full and balanced 
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As a result of Argentine's bSMn rights record, Ik 
has bun Onitod States policy to oppose leans ts Argentina 
In the Multilateral hanks shleh do not satisfy betel* kanan 
iKcui criteria. The Siaspbrey-Reenady aaa nfa a n t to the 
Foreign Assistance Act proaoribes our ngplitr nOt for 
equipment and training to eh« Aryan tin* Armed Porooe. 
Further actions tosard Argentina sill be eona latent with 
this policy snd legislation until there is a return to 
respect for huean rights and the rule of las. 

Sincerely, 
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